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METRO Then
1978
Voters 
approve 
creation of 
METRO

1985
METRO and TxDOT 
open Katy and 
North Transitways

1990
METRO 
purchases its 
first alternative 
fuel vehicles

2004
First segment of 
METRORail Red Line opens

2003
Voters 
approve 
METRO 
Solutions 
Long Range 
Plan

1996
Houston 
TranStar, the 
transportation 
control center, 
opens

2012
HOT Lanes open

2008
Major fare 
restructure and 
introduction of 
Q-Card

82.9M 80.8M
92.2M 94.8M

78.5M

41.8M

68.5M

Ridership*

* Ridership is reported per fiscal year, which is from October to September.
Sources
1  Houston Institute for Culture Houston Timeline http://www.houstonculture.org/resources/houstontime.html
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