
METRONext
Growing into the Future

Population and growth 
means more people 
are moving into the 
service area – putting 
more demand on our 
transportation network.

9.6 million
people

in region

9.6 million
people

in region

4.2 million
jobs

in region

4.2 million
jobs

in region

population
in service area

50%
population
in service area

50%

Houston is expected to surpass Chicago as the 
nation’s third largest city.



METRONext
More People, More Growth, Higher Density

2010 Population Density

Communities in the METRO service area will experience population and employment growth 
as they attract more people – and more opportunities for development.  This is especially true 
in the communities in the North, West and Southwest. 
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One Dot = 100 People
METRO Service Area

!

More Dense

Less Dense

2040 Population Density

2010 Job Density 2040 Job Density
Source: U.S. Census 
(LEHD for jobs) 

Source: H-GAC Regional 
Growth Forecast

Source: U.S. Census 
(LEHD for jobs) 

Source: H-GAC Regional 
Growth Forecast



METRONext
With Growth Comes Congestion
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Our region’s roadways – particularly in the Northwest and West – are expected to become even 
more congested. With more congestion comes slower travel speeds, lost productivity, and less 
time for work, play, and socializing. 



METRONext
Connecting to the Network

METRO reaches hundreds of thousands of people every 
day, but there are currently some gaps in frequent service. 
Various improvements move more people and improve 
reliability.  METRONext will explore these opportunities to 
enhance METRO service for people who rely on transit.

Improve the Frequent Network1
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METRONext
Accessibility Matters
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The ability to make easy connections between routes is a feature of the New 
Network, but there may be other opportunities for improvement, particularly 
for people with disabilities. Better sidewalks, bicycle facilities, and passenger 
amenities at stops will improve the passenger experience.

Improve Access to Rail Stations and Bus Stops2
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Accessibility at Major Transit Facilities

Bus stop bike rack configurations 
(Source: METRO Bike & Ride)

METRO patron on local bus
(Source: METRO)

Source: METRO First Mile Last Mile Plan, 2017



METRONext
Moving into the Future 

3 Invest in Moving More People 

Cleveland HealthLine (Source: The Plain Dealer)

South Florida Tri-Rail (Source: Auburnadale Sub Productions)

60 seated

80 seated

190 seated in a single car

90 total

170 total

Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT)

Light Rail

Commuter Rail

As our region grows, travel demand in 
certain areas will not be met by expanding 
roadways and local buses alone. 

Higher-capacity transit technologies – like 
light rail, commuter rail, and bus rapid 
transit – carry more people than traditional 
buses. Combined with a dedicated 
lane that separates transit from traffic, 
these technologies deliver fast, reliable, 
comfortable, and safe transit service. 

High-capacity transit works best in dense 
environments, where lots of people need 
to connect to concentrated employment 
centers – like Downtown, Uptown, Midtown, 
and elsewhere. 

These services require significant capital 
investments. METRONext will explore  
where such improvements deliver the  
most bang for the buck.

single 
car

METRO Light Rail (Source: METRO)


